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arnesy, introduce yourself to
us, how long have you lived
in Port? What fills your days?
I have lived in Port for about
41 years, so basically my whole
life. Mum and dad moved here when I was 18
months old, and I’ve got no desire to leave!
Between my work as a Concrete Batcher and
spending time with my family, my days are
pretty busy. I also spend a fair bit of time with
the Vikings Rugby Unions club, that I am proud
to be President of.
Okay, lets talk footy. Tell us about your
role at the Vikings? How did you find the
club?
Then club formed in 1997,I started with the
Vikings as a 19 year old in 1999. All my mates
from school were playing, I hadn’t played any
footy before so they put me on the wing. From
day 1 I just loved the culture and being part of
a group.
I have been involved since then in many
roles, I’ve played over 220 games with the
Vikings and it has been a massive part of my
life with many friendships and some really
good mates along with plenty of enjoyable
memories.
I am currently the Vikings President and I
play in the 2 nd grade side now, but I think age
I starting to get the better of me – haha
The season was called short with the
second wave of COVID coming through 54 GREATER PORT MACQUARIE
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Did you see the
season ending like this? How did the club
go this year?
I had high hopes for our club this season, for
the season to end so abruptly was a big shock.
We were so close to the grand final, with First
Grade securing the clubs 8 consecutive grand
final at Oxley oval just before the lockdown
came into effect. Our club was crowned ‘Club
Champions’ this year, which is a huge effort.
Our 1 st grade were looking good to take
out the Premiership, our Under 16s were left
undefeated and we had great numbers in all
grades, even with COVID going on – I’m so
proud of our club.
Footy takes up a fair bit of time, but I’ve
seen that you have also been running
competitively. What have you been up to
and where did this passion start?
As a young kid I loved cross country running
and I still love running. I completed my first
50km Ultramarathon this year, it was a lot of
hard work but it as an awesome challenge.
Going out running around really clears my
head, I don’t set a map, I just run and when
I’ve had enough I turn around.
You seem to be very community minded,
what drives you?
I love the sense of community and I love
helping people but I also enjoy taking on the
leadership role. I have aspirations to do more
with the community, maybe outside of my

work with the rugby club, I think I have a lot
to offer.
It was really rewarding to be able to assist
my mate Tunny in the recent flood disaster.
We were helping move people out of flood
affected areas or dropping of food to people
and animals. The looks on the flood victims
when they were rescued or assisted was very
satisfying, nothing better!
Tell us about your involvement with the
Grace church?
For a while now I have been attending Grace
church with my Family. My wife has always
been heavily involved, and my children and
I have always supported her in that. During
Covid I found myself with more down time,
I had time to really think about my faith and
beliefs and I made the decision to be baptised.
My daughter chose to be baptised the same
day, I am thankful to be included in such a
kind and loving community. Being apart of the
church is something that people may not know
about me, I don’t preach the fact or fly the flag
– as such – its my own belief and it has brought
plenty of love in my life and my family.
Last of all, a question I always ask, what is
the best thing about the Port Macquarie?
I love Port. It’s the most beautiful place
and there are lots of great people here. Being
heavily involved in a number of community
groups, you really see the best side of our
community, we are so lucky.

