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ow long have you lived
here in Port Macquarie,
what attracted you to the
area?
We have lived in Port
Macquarie since 2007. I
had spent a lot of time on Sydney’s northern
beaches when I was younger, and was
attracted to Port Macquarie because of its
similarity to that area. I have always enjoyed
boats and I’m fortunate to own a lovely old
bay cruiser called Sawdust. I spend a bit of
time fiddling with the boat. Of course we
are lucky to have family in town and enjoy
spending time with our grandchildren.
Volunteering at the Museum on our workdays
seems to take care of the rest.
You are heavily involved in the Mid
North Coast Maritime Museum. What are
the three separate components of this
museum?
The Museum is based at the William Street
cottages where the static displays are housed.
William Street is our administrative home. The
Museum also manages the Pilot Boatshed
at the western end of Clarence Street on
the water, but following the major flooding
earlier this year the attraction has been closed
until we can do some internal and external
repairs. I volunteer at the Hibbard Boatyard
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and Slipway on the river at the northern end of
Boundary Street, where we maintain our small
fleet of historic vessels, and where Museum
members can slip and maintain their boats. We
are currently improving the site with a view to
making it an attraction for locals and visitors.
Hibbard is the oldest continuously operating
slipway on the east coast, and we are aware of
its historical significance. We operate as a de
facto Men’s Shed with volunteers showing up
on our work days to maintain our boats and to
further develop the site.
There is some amazing history on show,
what is something people should look out
for?
Our historic vessels are elderly and require
regular maintenance, but we endeavour to
get out on the river for significant celebrations
such as Australia Day. The boats always look
wonderful under way, and represent the
Museum with an enthusiasm that belies their
age. For example, our Flagship the Wentworth
was formerly operated by Stannard Marine on
Sydney Harbour in the mid 20th century before
her retirement to Port Macquarie. We like to
think that some of that harbour water from a
Sydney Harbour that no longer exists, where
timber workboats plied their trade, remains in
her timbers.
The Maritime Museum recently received a

government grant, what you will do with
the money received?
Money is always short for organisations
such as ours, but this year we have been
fortunate to receive grant funding from the
State Government. Help was received in the
form of flood relief funding to assist with
recovery from the disaster of earlier this year,
and thanks to support from our local MP Leslie
Williams we benefited from a Premier’s Grant
that has hugely assisted with work we are
performing at Hibbard to prepare for future
natural disasters, and to improve access and
security at our site. We are also grateful for the
support we have received from local business
interests which has greatly enhanced our
fundraising work. Our managers at Hibbard
are making good use of that funding.
And finally, what is the one thing you love
about where you live?
Besides drinking beer at your Pubs? haha
For me the take home from my involvement
with the Museum has been an appreciation
of just how valuable it is to be involved with
the community in whatever way that appeals.
Find something that interests you and just get
involved. You will make new friends, learn new
things, and gain a better understanding of
how our community works.
Thanks Peter.

